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Instead of showing her former identifications she now says occa-
sionally: "Let's pretend I'm a baby doing this/5 She now says of her
own stories: "That is not a real story, it's only a fairy story/7 or,
"My story is an old pooh pooh story. When you say pooh pooh it
doesn't sound interesting, does it?"
The child in this stage has developed a nucleus of her self. The
concept of the ego has crystallized, and now she not only becomes
able to separate reality from imagination, the "real stories77 from
the "fairy stories," but also to separate her emotional drives from
her mental intention. An interesting record illuminates this phase.
She tells the nursery teacher a story of a little girl who did not obey:
She never obeyed till she was very big. She didn't stop disobeying even
whea she was as old as you are. Isn't that naughty? You stop disobeying, dorft
you? Well . . . I'm . . . getting pretty strong so I'm getting to be a pretty
good girl . . . never disobey very often. ... I should have tried with all my
might but I simply don't know how.
Differentiating her self from the former diffuse stage, this differen-
tiation also becomes applied to her environment. Mother and father
represent two different worlds. The child explained to her father
that she was lucky that in their family there were two grownups and
two children, so that she could belong to the father and the new
baby to the mother. The birth of the baby is no longer a dangerous
mystery stirring up emotional reactions in the child. She sees the
birth of babies as a phenomenon of human development. She says:
". . . and the mothers and the mothers and thousands of years
... to the end of the world. There must be something hard at the
end of the world because if you could see through it wouldn't be
really the end*" Now she no longer imagines herself as an animal
mother, but as a real mother, and dreams of marriage. She makes a
drawing, explaining: "These are the pants and the coat that Bobby
is going to wear when he gets married, this is what men wear [wing
collar]." And she explains the next drawing: "The person who gets
married to Bobby is going to wear this [veil, bow, dress]/7 When
the observer asked: "Who is going to marry Bobby?" the child
made a new drawing of a veil, a rose with bobbie pin, and wrote her
own name in the veil.
Our case is interesting for the problem of consistency in person-
ality. On first glance such a consistency is not obvious. Form and
expression of the child have completely changed during one year^
but with a bird's eye view of the different forms of expression we